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Why an international conference?
Securing skilled workers is a priority challenge for companies as well 
as for economic, labour market and education policy in Europe, the 
member states and regions - also due to demographic, technological 
and ecological change. The demand for skilled labour in Germany and 
Europe is growing - recently, according to Eurobarometer, around 4 out 
of 5 small and medium-sized enterprises (SME) had difficulties finding 
employees with the right skills. The conference is intended to serve as a 
forum for exchange in order to jointly discuss how the current and future 
demand for labour and skilled workers can best be met and to learn 
from each other in an international context.

What is already happening?
In an action plan published in 2024, the European Commission identi-
fied support for groups underrepresented in the labour market, improved 
working conditions, mobility within the EU and the recruitment of skilled 
workers from non-EU countries as key areas of action.

In 2022, the federal government presented its new strategy for securing 
skilled labour. In order to adequately address regional differences, the 
state of Berlin is developing a skilled labour strategy led by the Senate 
Department for Labour, Social Services, Gender Equality, Integration, 
Diversity and Anti-Discrimination (SenASGIVA).

What is the focus of the conference? 
	 Unlocking employment potential and promoting labour market  

	 participation
	 Shaping artificial intelligence (AI) in a human-centred way
	 Skilled labour immigration: Recruiting & Retaining talent
	 Decent work & qualification as the key to securing skilled labour
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